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Case Presentation
59 year-old woman with a background of rheumatoid arthritis presents with one day history of severe left lower extremity rest pain with absent left 
popliteal, dorsalis pedis and posterior arterial pulses; consistent with acute limb ischemia presentation [Rutherford category IIa].

The patient underwent left lower extremity 
angiograms, which revealed an occluded left 
popliteal artery at the P2 segment with no 
distal reconstitution. We performed 
mechanical aspiration, vacuum-assisted 
thrombectomy using the Penumbra CAT 6 
system followed with implantation of Unifuse
thrombolytic infusion catheter [20 cm infusion 
length]. 

Intervention

Following 24-hours of intra-arterial 
thrombolytic infusion [Alteplase-1mg/hr], the 
patient was brought back for a relook 
angiogram. This revealed recanalization of left 
popliteal artery with an occluded left posterior 
tibial and dorsalis pedis arteries.

To recanalize the occluded infrapopliteal arteries, we inserted two Minnie support catheters of 
150 cm length into the left anterior and posterior tibial arteries [all the way to the foot]. The distal 
10 cm [of the AT catheter] and 20 cm [of the PT catheter] had holes drilled into it with a 26G 
needle, which were 1 cm apart. We infused alteplase at 0.5mg/hour into each of the catheters.

In the absence of dedicated tibiopedal intra-
arterial infusion catheters, 0.014 catheters can 
be modified for tailored catheter directed 
thrombolysis in achieving successful 
recanalization of the pedal arterial arch.

Conclusions
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